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By ANITA FRITZ
Staff Writer

GREENFIELD — Backed by
$800,000 in grant funding, the
Franklin County Community Devel-
opment Corp. (CDC) has teamed up
with businesses and community
leaders across the county and the
North Quabbin region to explore
ways individuals and organizations
can dismantle institutionalized
racism.

The Strengthening Racial Justice
and Health Equity in Franklin
County Project is an five-year initia-
tive funded through the Mas-
sachusetts Community Health Fund
and the state Department of Public
Health. The project will focus on
strengthening racial justice and ad-
dressing the culture of white
s u p r e m a c y.

The Community Development
Corp. will work with the Franklin Re-
gional Council of Governments,

Greenfield Com-
munity College
and Franklin
County Cham-
ber of Com-
merce. The part-
ners are in the
process of hiring
a project man-
ager who will fa-
cilitate a major-
ity of the actions

it plans to take over the next five
years.

According to Franklin County
CDC Executive Director John Waite,
some of the actions the partners plan

to take include collaboratively invest-
ing in professional development for
employees and boards; assisting in
the development of diversity, equity
and inclusion strategic plans; creat-
ing a series of community forums fo-
cused on identifying why dismantling
white dominant culture is important;
and creating a participatory action
research project where community
members can help develop action
plans that will make Franklin County
a more welcoming, equitable and in-
clusive place.

“The chamber focuses on

Franklin County Community Development Corp., partners
to use $800K in grants to open eyes and opportunities

Tackling institutional racism
GREENFIELD

By DEREK HAWKINS
and SEUNG MIN KIM

The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — Judge Amy
Coney Barrett told the Senate Ju-
diciary Committee on Tuesday that
she has made “no commitment” to
the White House or senators on
how she would rule on major cases
on health care law, abortion and

election dis-
putes.

Barrett was
pressed on the
Affordable
Care Act — the
court will con-
sider the fate
of the law also
known as Oba-
macare next
month — as
well as on

abortion rights, gun control and
same-sex marriage. The panel’s
chairman, Sen. Lindsey Graham,
R-S.C., has signaled that the com-
mittee probably will vote on her
nomination Oct. 22.

In response to the first round of
questions, Barrett refused to say
whether she agreed with her for-
mer boss and mentor Justice An-
tonin Scalia when he said the land-
mark case Roe v. Wade guarantee-
ing a woman’s right to abortion
was wrongly decided. She did say
that in 2006 she signed a statement
that supported “the right to life
from conception to natural death.”
She says it was “consistent with
the views of my church.”

Democrats cast Barrett as a
conservative ideologue whose con-

Nominee tells senators
she made ‘no commitment’

to White House on cases
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SUPREME COURT
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Yellow leaves reflect in the water of the Deerfield River in Shelburne.

REFLECTION OF FALL

By DUSTY CHRISTENSEN
Staff Writer

HOLYOKE — State lawmakers
are embarking on their investiga-
tion into the coronavirus outbreak
at the Soldiers’ Home in Holyoke,
which led to the deaths of 76 veter-
ans earlier this year.

A special joint oversight com-
mittee of the state Legislature is
set to hold its first hearings on the
outbreak on Oct. 20 at 11 a.m.,
when families are invited to testify
at Holyoke Community College.
The inquiry follows earlier probes
by an independent investigator
hired by the governor and the
state’s attorney general. The latter
investigation resulted in criminal
charges being brought against two
of the facility’s former leaders in
S e p t e m b e r.

One of the legislative committee
members is state Sen. John Velis,
D-Westfield, who said in a phone
interview Monday that he sees the
committee’s work as different from
other investigations, in that it will
be very focused on what comes
next for the Soldiers’ Home.

“What distinguishes us in the
Legislature from all of the other
ones is really our ability to do
something about it with respect to
budget, with respect to legisla-
tion,” he said.

Earlier this month, families
were allowed to visit loved ones in-
doors for the first time since the
outbreak began in March. At the
time, visitors had been barred
from the facility in preparation for
a possible outbreak. However, the
novel coronavirus nevertheless
found its way into the facility, re-
sulting in one of the country’s
deadliest single outbreaks at a

Legislative hearings will
focus on fixing problems

S oldiers’
Ho m e
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By ANITA FRITZ
Staff Writer

GREENFIELD — After seven
months of being closed because of
the pandemic, the Greenfield Reg-
istry of Motor Vehicles announced
last month that it would reopen on
Oct. 13, but that doesn’t seem to be
the case, except by appointment
o n l y.

A Greenfield Recorder reporter
who went to the local registry at 18
Miner St. on Tuesday morning in
hopes of discussing the details of
the reopening was greeted at the
entrance just before noon by three
men in masks who asked if she had

an appointment.
When she identified herself, she

was informed they would not give
out any information, including when
the Greenfield RMV is open and

whether it is by appointment only,
though it would appear that way —
only employees could be seen in an

Information hard to come by,
but state website confirms need

to make reservation

RMV appears open by appointment
GREENFIELD

STAFF PHOTO/PAUL FRANZ
The Registry of Motor Vehicles has reopened at 18 Miner St. in Greenfield,
although by appointment only.
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almost empty building and
the parking lot had very few
vehicles parked in it. They re-
peatedly suggested visiting
mass.gov for information.

“I’m surprised,” Mayor
Roxann Wedegartner said. “I
thought they were reopening.
I’m surprised they don’t want
us to know anything about it.
The mayor’s office has re-
ceived no information about
the reopening.”

Wedegartner said she
would be contacting Sen. Jo
Comerford, D-Northampton,
later Tuesday to see if she
can get any information for
Greenfield. In August, the
mayor sent Transportation
Secretary Stephanie Pollock
a letter requesting that the
Greenfield RMV reopen as
soon as possible.

In mid-September, state
legislators for the area
learned from the state that
the Greenfield RMV was set
to reopen and would provide

all services to the public. The
five-member delegation —
Comerford, Sen. Adam Hinds
and Reps. Paul Mark, Natalie
Blais and Susannah Whipps
— also wrote Pollack early in
September requesting the re-
opening, asking her to con-
sider that residents of West-
ern Massachusetts lack ac-
cess to a public transporta-
tion system allowing them to
easily travel to the service
centers that remained open
in Springfield and Pittsfield.

Before the pandemic, the
Greenfield service center
was open to the public Mon-
day through Friday. The state
RMV ’s online information
does not yet list Greenfield as
one that is open full-time to
the public. It does read,
though: “The RMV has a
strict no walk-in policy at its
Service Centers open to the
general public. Reservations
are available only for certain
necessary and required in-
person transactions that can-
not be completed online, by

phone or by mail.”
If someone needs to com-

plete an in-person transac-
tion, they are required to
make a reservation online.
Customers arriving without
an appointment will be asked
to leave and make an online
appointment to return on a
future date.

Numerous attempts over
more than a week to reach
Pollock and communications
officials with the RMV and
Massachusetts Department
of Transportation by phone
and email were unsuccess-
ful.

Those looking for more in-
formation about in-person ap-
pointments or online transac-
tions must visit mass.gov/
r mv for details and to make
an appointment. According to
the website, the Greenfield
RMV is open Monday
through Friday from 9 a.m. to
5 p.m. for appointments.

Reach Anita Fritz at 413-772-
9591 or afritz@recorder.com.

FROM A1

RMV office open on limited basis

strengthening and sustain-
ing the economic and civic
vitality of Franklin County,
and we view diversity and
health equity as critical to
our mission,” said Franklin
County Chamber of Com-
merce Executive Director
Diana Szynal. “We know
that Franklin County is the
poorest county in Mas-
sachusetts, but by building a
strong base of good jobs and
quality health care, we think
we can support our resi-
dents and attract a younger,
more diverse population.”

Szynal said the initiative
was started long before the
pandemic hit, but in light of
the changes she and others
anticipate regarding where
people will choose to live as
a result of the crisis, “we
see Franklin County as
poised to experience new
growth and opportunities.
The collaboration of the
amazing agencies looking at
these issues is impressive,
and we are grateful to be a
part of it.”

Said Waite: “The FCCDC
applied for the grant
months before COVID-19 hit
the area and the murder of
George Floyd in Minneapo-
lis incited a new wave of
anti-racist education and
action across the nation and
the world.”

The agency has been ex-
ploring the personal, institu-
tional and systematic white
supremacy that exists
within much of the area’s
predominately white com-
munity, and has been dis-
cussing how these factors
prevent the community
from being as strong and vi-
brant as it could be. This re-
quires difficult conversa-
tions, organizers said, and
the project is aimed at help-
ing many businesses and
organizations have conver-
sations in a healthy man-

n e r.
The project emerged from

the work begun by the Wel-
coming and Belonging Group
of Franklin County, a collabo-
ration of leaders from local
businesses and nonprofits.

Rachel Stoler, a member of
the Welcoming and Belonging
Franklin County group as well
as FRCOG’s community
health program manager, said
the initiative is not meant to
make people feel like they are
bad because they are white,
but rather to pay attention to
what might be making some-
one else feel uncomfortable.
For example, there are certain
standards for the way people
speak, and if another person
pronounces a word differently,
they are sometimes thought to
be “uneducated,” which she
said is simply not true.

“There are also standards
sometimes for the way people
dress or wear their hair, and
when they are looked upon as
different or not following the
standards, that can be a hall-
mark of white supremacy,”
she said.

“When we live in a predom-
inantly white community, we
can tend to take things for

granted. We have to dig in and
ask ourselves, ‘Oh, why are we
doing things this way?’ We
have to think about who is at a
disadvantage and the negative
consequences of that.”

Stoler said she doesn’t be-
lieve anyone wants to rein-
force a white-dominant cul-
ture, but instead hope to wel-
come people who are differ-
ent, whether it’s because of
skin color, age or other fac-
tors.

“We want people to come to
this community, fit in and
s t a y, ” she said.

People within the partner
organizations are also looking
at everything from schools
and housing to aging when it
comes to equity and social jus-
tice, Stoler added.

Businesses or organiza-
tions interested in learning
more about unlearning
racism, tackling issues of
white supremacy in the work-
place or having other anti-
racism conversations should
call the Franklin County CDC
at 413-774-7204 or visit fc-
cdc.org.

Reach Anita Fritz at 413-772-
9591 or afritz@recorder.com.
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Project takes on structural racism

long-term care facility.
In June, former federal

prosecutor Mark Pearlstein
released a state-commis-
sioned investigation into the
outbreak that found that the
home’s leadership made
“substantial errors” that
likely contributed to the death
toll at the facility. Then, last
month, Attorney General
Maura Healey announced
that a grand jury had indicted
former superintendent Ben-
nett Walsh and former medi-
cal director David Clinton on
criminal neglect charges.

The state has made
changes to the home’s leader-
ship and protocols in the
wake of the outbreak, includ-
ing committing to a substan-
tial capital project amid calls
from advocates to build an im-
proved facility on the site. The
legislative hearings sched-
uled for this month will aid
state lawmakers in deciding
what other fixes should be
made.

State Rep. Aaron Vega, D-
Holyoke, another of the over-
sight committee members,

said the committee should
take a hard look at how to
strengthen oversight of the
Soldiers’ Home, from the
state’s role to the responsibil-
ity the home’s trustees have.

Currently, Vega said, the
Department of Veterans Ser-
vices oversees the Holyoke
home, but the Department of
Public Health oversees the
Soldiers’ Home in Chelsea.

“There’s insurance rea-
sons for that, but I don’t think
that’s the way it should be,”
he said. “What sort of over-
sight responsibility do the
trustees have?”

Vega also said that law-
makers should dig into essen-
tial issues including staffing
and underfunding at the
home. But more than any-
thing, he said, lawmakers
have an important role in lis-
tening to public testimony.

“Given such a tragedy like
this, people have a story to
share and that’s part of the
healing process,” Vega said.
“I think that’s required us, as
state representatives and
state officials, to hear from
people.”

The Oct. 20 hearing will

take place in person, though
Velis said the committee will
follow best practices set forth
by public health officials.
When asked for specifics of
the set-up at Holyoke Com-
munity College, he said some
lawmakers are going to the
college Wednesday to walk
through and discuss what
safety measures will be in
place.

“That is absolutely
paramount,” Velis said.
“We ’re conducting hearings
about what happened at a fa-
cility that was absolutely rav-
aged by COVID-19.”

In addition to the Oct. 20
hearing, the committee will
hold another in-person hear-
ing on Oct. 27 to hear from
staff members, Velis said. And
for those unable or unwilling
to attend those two in-person
hearings, a virtual hearing
will also take place on Oct. 22.

“We need to get this right,”
Velis said, “for the veterans
who lost their lives, their fam-
ilies, the staff.”

Dusty Christensen can be
reached at dchristensen@
gazettenet.com.

FROM A1

S oldiers’ Home families up next

firmation to the high court
would threaten the Affordable
Care Act. Republicans tried to
deflect the Democrats’ focus
on health care and defended
Barrett from the assumption
that she would be an auto-
matic vote to dismantle the
landmark law.

Barrett testified Tuesday
that she has never discussed
with Trump or any other offi-
cials how she would vote on a
pending case on the fate of the
Affordable Care Act.

That response came under
questioning from Sen. Chuck
Grassley, R-Iowa, who asked
her whether her goal was to
repeal the 2010 health-care
law and whether she had
pledged to anyone that she
would vote to strike it down.

“Absolutely not,” Bar rett
said. “I was never asked. And
if I had been, that would have
been a short conversation.”

Barrett, speaking gener-
ally, said “no one ever talked
about any case with me.”

“Just as I didn’t make any
prior commitments and was
not asked to make any com-
mitments on the executive-
branch side, I can’t make any
prior commitments to this
body either. It would be incon-
sistent with judicial indepen-
dence,” she said.

She reiterated that view un-
der a similar question about
the Affordable Care Act from
Sen. Pat Leahy, D-Vt., stating
that “it would be a gross viola-
tion of judicial independence
for me to make any such com-
mitment or for me to be asked
about that case.”

She later told Sen. Christo-
pher Coons, D-Del.: “I’m not
on a mission to destroy the Af-
fordable Care Act.”

On the topic of abortion,
Barrett refused to say
whether she agreed with
Scalia, who said the landmark
abortion rights case Roe v.
Wade was wrongly decided. In

response to questions from
Sen. Dianne Feinstein, D-
Calif., Barrett said it would be
inappropriate for her to com-
ment because of ongoing con-
troversy in the courts over
abortion access.

Barrett told Feinstein that
she was “not going to grade”
decisions or “give a thumbs-
up or thumbs-down.”

“It would be wrong for me to
do that as a sitting judge,” said
Barrett, who attributed her ap-
proach to the reasoning Justice
Elena Kagan applied during
her confirmation hearings.

Feinstein continued to
press Barrett for an answer on
a subject important to many
women. Without a response,
“that makes it difficult for me
and other women on this com-
mittee because this is a very
important case and it affects
millions of women,” Fe i n s t e i n
said. “You could be a very im-
portant vote.”

In response, Barrett said,
“Senator, I completely under-
stand why you are asking the
question, but again, I can’t pre-
commit or say ‘Yes, I’m going
in with some agenda.’ “

“I have no agenda to try to
overrule Casey,” the judge
said in reference to the subse-
quent court decision affirming
the constitutional right in Roe
v. Wade. “I have an agenda to
decide cases as they come.”

Later in the day, she re-
sponded to a question from
Sen. Amy Klobuchar, D-Minn.,
by saying “Roe is not a super-
precedent. She added: “But
that does not mean it should
be overruled.”

Few judicial decisions are
universally regarded as super-
precedent. On Tuesday, Bar-
rett cited two: Marbury v.
Madison, which established
the Supreme Court’s ability to
strike down unconstitutional
laws, and Brown v. Board of
Education, which abolished
segregation and the practice
of “separate but equal,” as de-
cisions “that no one questions

anymore.”
Bar rett’s Catholic faith has

attracted attention from the
Judiciary Committee again.
The first senator to directly
reference Barrett’s faith in
this week’s confirmation hear-
ings was Graham, who asked
the nominee whether she can
set aside her religious beliefs
to fairly decide legal cases.

Barrett responded in the
affir mative.

“I can. I have done that in
my time on the 7th Circuit,”
Barrett said. “If I stay on the
7th Circuit, I’ll continue to do
that. If I’m confirmed to the
Supreme Court, I will do that.”

Republicans have preemp-
tively criticized Democrats
and accused them of bringing
up Barrett’s Catholic faith in
connection to her ability to be
a fair Supreme Court justice.
But no Democrats have, and
none plan to.

The question of fairness
spread to other issues, when
Barrett, under questioning
from Graham, confirmed that
her family owns a gun but said
that she could fairly decide
Second Amendment cases
even though she was a gun
o w n e r.

Sen. Dick Durbin, D-Ill.,
pressed Barrett about her dis-
sent in a gun rights case in
which she said the Constitu-
tion does not give the govern-
ment the authority to ban all
felons from owning guns.

Barrett argued in her dis-
sent in Kanter v. Barr that only
those shown to be dangerous
may be stripped of their Sec-
ond Amendment right to own
firear ms.

“I concluded based on that
history that one couldn’t take
the right away simply because
one was a felon. There had to
be a showing of dangerous-
ness,” she said.

“We could all agree that we
ought to be careful saying that
just because someone is a
felon, they lose any of their in-
dividual rights.”

FROM A1

Barrett faces senators’ questions

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE
U.S. Supreme Court nominee Judge Amy Coney Barrett testifies during the second day of her
confirmation hearing Tuesday before the Senate Judiciary Committee.

By COLLEEN SLEVINT
Associated Press

DENVER — An armed se-
curity guard hired to protect a
television news crew at a
weekend protest shot and
killed a protester after he
reached into his shirt, caus-
ing the guard to fear for his
safety, according to a lawyer
representing the guard’s fam-
i l y.

The security guard,
Matthew Dolloff, is jailed for
investigation of first-degree
murder following Saturday af-
ter noon’s shooting as
protesters left a park at the
end of competing left- and
right-wing demonstrations.

Images of the shooting
scene from The Denver Post
show that Dolloff, 30, placed
his body between the
protesters and the KUSA-TV

reporter that Dolloff was
working to protect, the
lawyer, Doug Richards, said
on Monday.

“He was doing what he
was supposed to be doing
there,” Richards said, adding
that the shooting was self-de-
fense. The Denver Post first
reported his comments.

The victim was identified
by authorities late Monday as
Lee Keltner, 49. His son told
The Denver Post that he was
a U.S. Navy veteran who op-
erated a hat-making business
in the Denver area.

Police have said two guns
and a Mace can were found at
the crime scene near the
protests labeled by organiz-
ers as a “Patriot Muster” and
a “BLM-Antifa Soup Drive”

Authorities on Monday de-
clined to provide surveillance
video they said they had of the

confrontation, details about
how the shooting unfolded or
or who the guns belonged to
because they did not want to
compromise their ongoing in-
vestigation, said Denver po-
lice spokesperson Jay Casil-
las. The document specifying
the reasons for Dolloff ’s ar-
rest was sealed.

KUSA-TV said Sunday that
it has hired private security
guards for months to accom-
pany its journalists at
protests and that Dolloff was
hired through the Pinkerton
security company.

Pinkerton in a statement
said Dolloff was a contracted
agent and not an employee
and that the company “is fully
cooperating with law enforce-
ment authorities in their in-
vestigation of this matter.”

U.S. news crews have used
security guards for years.

Lawyer: Denver guard in fatal
shooting acted in self-defense
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NOTICE
The Bernardston

Fire & Water District
will be flushing its fire hydrants on

October 13 through October 17, 2020 
from 8am to 3pm

Please be advised that the flushing of the hydrants 
may cause some discoloration of water. If you expe-
rience discolored water run the cold water in all of 
your faucets for approximately 5 minutes and make 
sure the water is clear before washing clothes.

MINI
ADS


